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LLWC Announces Women of Excellence Awards Recipients  
 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana –The Louisiana Legislative Women's Caucus is pleased 
to announce the award recipients for its first Women of Excellence Awards. The 
Women’s Caucus created this prestigious award in 2007 to recognize and honor 
extraordinary women of excellence across the state for their achievements and 
contributions.  Each of the individuals nominated for an award were women of 
outstanding professional excellence.   
 
One recipient was selected from each of the six categories.   A panel of judges 
selected the award recipients based on background, accomplishments, 
contributions, community service, organizational involvement and media impact.  
Some of the judges were: Maxine Cormier – Louisiana Association for Justice, 
Sharon Kleinpeter – Cox Communications; and Liz Mangham – Southern Strategy 
Group. 
 
The recipients of the first Women of Excellence Awards are: 
 
Business:  

□ Loretta Harrison, Loretta’s Authentic Pralines – New Orleans 
 
Education & Research:  

□ Doris Voitier, St. Bernard Parish Schools – Chalmette 
 
Health and Medicine:  

□ Dr. Karen B. DeSalvo, Tulane University School of Medicine – New 
Orleans 

 
Law & Justice:   

□ Major Genevieve L. May, Louisiana State Police – Baton Rouge 
 
Volunteerism & Civic Involvement:  

□ Kim Sport, United Way for the Greater New Orleans Area – New Orleans 
 
Young Woman of Excellence (age 16 to 23):  

□ Catherine Elizabeth Rouchon – Clinton 
 
Awards will be presented at the Women of Excellence Awards Gala on 
Saturday, March 8, 2008 in Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Contact the Women’s 
Caucus Office at 225.342.0334 for ticket information.  
 

# # # 

CHAIR 
Rep. Nita Rusich Hutter     
Chalmette, District 104 
 
SENATE VICE CHAIR 
Sen. Ann Duplessis 
New Orleans, District 2 
 
HOUSE VICE CHAIR 
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain 
Pierre Part, District 60 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR 
Sen. Sharon Weston Broome 
Baton Rouge, District 15 
 
SECRETARY 
Rep. Jane Smith  
Bossier City, District 8 
 
TREASURER 
Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow 
Baton Rouge, District 29 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Rep. Cheryl A. Gray 
New Orleans, District 98 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE 
Sen. Willie Landry Mount 
Lake Charles, District 27 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Rep. Beverly Bruce 
Mansfield, District 7 
 
SENATORS 
Diana E. Bajoie 
President Pro Tempore 
New Orleans, District 5 
 
Sherri Smith Cheek 
Keithville, District 38 
 
Lydia Jackson 
Shreveport, District 39 
 
Julie Quinn 
Metairie, District 6 
 
REPRESENTATIVES 
Yvonne Dorsey 
Speaker Pro Tempore 
Baton Rouge, District 67 
 
Clara Baudoin 
Carencro, District 39 
 
Shirley Bowler 
Harahan, District 78  
 
Jalila Jefferson-Bullock 
New Orleans, District 91 
 
Karen R. Carter 
New Orleans, District 93 
 
Carla Blanchard Dartez 
Morgan City, District 51 
 
Jean Doerge 
Minden, District 10 
 
Sydnie Mae Durand 
Parks, District 46 
 
Kay Kellogg Katz 
Monroe, District 16 
 
Charmaine L. Marchand 
New Orleans, District 99 
 
Monica Walker 
Marksville, District 28 
 
Diane Winston 
Covington, District 77 


