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LLWCF Announces Women of Excellence Awards Nominees 
 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana – The Louisiana Legislative Women's Caucus 
Foundation is pleased to announce the nominees for its 2010 Women of 
Excellence Awards. The categories for this year’s awards are:  Business, 
Culinary Arts, Education, Law & Justice, Volunteerism & Civic Involvement, 
Young High School Woman of Excellence (ages 14 to 18) and Young Woman of 
Excellence (ages 18 to 23).  This annual awards’ program recognizes and honors 
the professional achievements and contributions of extraordinary women who 
personify excellence in their area of specialty, integrity, character and community 
service.  New this year, the Louisiana Legislative Women’s Caucus Foundation 
will award two education scholarships for $1,000 each to the winners of the 
Young High School Woman of Excellence Award (ages 14 to 18) and the Young 
Woman of Excellence Award (ages 18 to 23).     
 
The Women of Excellence nominees by category are: 
 
Business:  
□ Robelynn H. Abadie – Baton Rouge 
□ Laurie Lipsey Aronson – Baton Rouge 
□ Dawn Sharpe Brackett – Slidell 
□ Sandy Breland – Baton Rouge 
□ Lucy Chun – Metairie 
□ Patricia Felder – Baton Rouge 
□ Teri G. Fontenot – Baton Rouge 
□ Lisa F. Johnson – Bossier City 
□ Dolores “Dee” LeJeune, RN – Gonzales 
□ Kathy Lowrey – Slidell 
□ Karen Puckett – Monroe 
□ Deborah Sternberg – Baton Rouge 
□ Ann R. Tuennerman – New Orleans 
□ Jacqueline “Jacqui” Vines – Baton Rouge 
□ Lela Mae Wilkes – Baton Rouge 

CHAIR 
Rep. Nita Rusich Hutter     
Chalmette, District 104 
 
SENATE VICE CHAIR 
Sen. Ann Duplessis 
New Orleans, District 2 
 
HOUSE VICE CHAIR 
Rep. Karen Gaudet St. Germain 
Pierre Part, District 60 
 
IMMEDIATE PAST CHAIR 
Sen. Sharon Weston Broome 
President Pro Tempore 
Baton Rouge, District 15 
 
SECRETARY 
Rep. Jane Smith  
Bossier City, District 8 
 
TREASURER 
Rep. Kay Kellogg Katz 
Monroe, District 16 
 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Rep. Nancy Landry 
Lafayette, District 31 
 
MEMBER AT LARGE 
Rep. Karen Carter Peterson 
Speaker Pro Tempore 
New Orleans, District 93 
 
CHAPLAIN 
Rep. Regina Ashford Barrow 
Baton Rouge, District 29 
 
SENATORS 
 
Sherri Smith Cheek 
Keithville, District 38 
 
Yvonne Dorsey 
Baton Rouge, District 14 
 
Lydia Jackson 
Shreveport, District 39 
 
Willie Mount 
Lake Charles, District 27 
 
Julie Quinn 
Metairie, District 6 
 
REPRESENTATIVES 
 
Simone Champagne 
Jeanerette, District 49 
 
Jean Doerge 
Minden, District 10 
 
Dorothy Sue Hill 
Dry Creek, District 32 
 
Rosalind D. Jones 
Monroe, District 17 
 
Charmaine Marchand Stiaes 
New Orleans, District 99 
 
Barbara Norton 
Shreveport, District 3 
 
Patricia Haynes Smith 
Baton Rouge, District 67 
 
Ledricka Johnson Thierry 
Opelousas, District 40 
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Add One – Women of Excellence Nominees -- REVISED 
 
 
Culinary Arts:  
□ Chef Elizabeth Dickson – Bossier City 
 

Education:  
□ Margaret A. Brown, M.Ed. – Shreveport 
□ Dr. Myrtle E. B. Dorsey – Baton Rouge 
□ Mildred Bernice Gauthier Gallot –Grambling 
□ Gabriela Gonzalez – Baton Rouge 
□ Lona Hankins – New Orleans 
□ Erma W. Hines – Baton Rouge 
□ Catherine M. Hopkins, M.Ed. – Baton Rouge 
□ Sharon Guy Hornsby – Greensburg 
□ Sister Adele Lambert – Baton Rouge 
□ Laura F. Lindsay, Ph.D. – Baton Rouge 
□ Alexina Archer Medley – New Orleans 
□ Gina Warner – New Orleans 

 
Law & Justice:  
□ Mary Terrell Joseph – Baton Rouge 
□ Andree D. Mattix – New Orleans 
□ Laurie Kadair Redman – Baton Rouge 
□ Uma M. Subramanian – Baton Rouge 

 
Volunteerism & Civic Involvement:  
□ Frances B. Bennett – Baton Rouge 
□ Annie Martin Brown – Ruston 
□ Michelle Carriere – Baton Rouge 
□ Reverend Betty Claiborne – Baton Rouge 
□ Kathryn Shaw Grigsby, Baton Rouge 
□ Virginia M. Pearson – Baton Rouge 
□ Christy Reeves – Baton Rouge 
□ Sheva M. Sims – Shreveport 
□ Glenda Stock – Alexandria 
□ Faith Thomas – Merryville 
□ Wendy Waren – New Orleans 
□ Pat LeDuff – Baton Rouge 
 

Young High School Woman of Excellence (ages 14 to 18):  
□ Megan Alfonso – St. Bernard 
□ Rachelle Ammond – Slidell 
□ Caroline Boley – Shreveport 
□ Brittany S. Buggs – Ruston 
□ Michelle Campbell  – Pineville 
□ Susannah Albert-Chandhok – New Orleans 
□ Dezarae Conerly – Jackson 
□ Jade Cooley – New Orleans 
□ Ashley Marie Edmiston – Benton 
□ Margaret Forshag – New Orleans 
□ Crystal Gonzalez – Hammond  
 -More- 



Add Two – Women of Excellence Nominees -- REVISED 
 
Young High School Woman of Excellence (ages 14 to 18) -- (Continued): 
□ Olivia Lydia Anne Hill – St. Amant 
□ Kimberly Mashonda Jasper – Hammond  
□ Caroline Kain – New Orleans 
□ Kelsie Leigh Larousse – Thibodaux 
□ M'Kayla Deanne Love – Ball 
□ Allison Macika – New Orleans 
□ Whitney Martin – Gramercy 
□ Zakyia  Goins McCants – Baton Rouge 
□ Catherine Elizabeth Parsiola – Berwick  
□ Nicole Poteet – Ball 
□ Jessica Celeste Salley – Covington 
□ Chloe' St. Etienne – New Orleans 
□ Gabrielle Simone Thomas – Port Allen 
□ Anne Madison Tompkins – Washington 
 

Young Woman of Excellence (ages 18 to 23):  
□ Feyisayo Aworunse – Metairie 
□ Danielle Nicole Axelson – Bossier City 
□ Whitney Dawn Breaux – Baton Rouge 
□ Jornel Rarnise Dixon – Baker 
□ Mary Grace Burns Hebert – Austin 
□ Zaine Kasem – Baton Rouge 
□ Hillary Allison Mellinger – Haynesville 

 
The Women of Excellence Awards’ recipients will be announced Friday, March 12, 2010.  Awards will 
be presented at the LLWC Women of Excellence Awards Gala in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on 
Wednesday, May 19, 2010. 
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